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Oakland Poverty Fact Sheet

¼ of America’s homeless population lives in California – nearly 200,000 Californians are homeless

Oakland’s Poverty Rate – is 18.1%. Nearly 1 in 5 Oakland residents lives in poverty

Almost ½ have jobs yet still cannot earn enough money to survive

That’s 600,000 East Bay residents earning less than the basic requirements of their families

There are 3 children for every 1 adult who lives with welfare in Oakland

Oakland Unemployment Rate – is 7.7%. California’s is 9.3%. Nearly 1 in 10 Californians is unemployed

Oakland Home Foreclosure Rate – is 4.09%. Over 1 in 25 houses in Oakland were foreclosed in 2008 alone, with more still to come
The richest 20% of Oakland residents have 52% of Oakland’s wealth

The poorest 20% of Oakland residents have 3% of Oakland’s wealth

On average, an African American kid in the Oakland flats will:

Die 15 years before a white kid from the Oakland hills

Be 1.5 times more likely to be born prematurely
Be 7 times more likely to be born into poverty
Be 6 times more likely to drop out of school 

Be 4 times more likely to be unemployed


General / Hard Hitting Cards – Page 1

Poverty kills Oakland residents every day. Dire poverty in Oakland results in huge numbers of poor individuals dying years before they should. Communities must come together to solve the root cause of these deaths
Elizabeth Fernandez, April 2008 – SF Gate – Study Spotlights Bleak Effects of Poverty

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2008/04/18/MN8K107HDN.DTL&type=printable
A black child in West Oakland is much more likely to be born prematurely and into poverty than a white child in the Oakland hills. In school, he's less likely to read at grade level and more likely to drop out.
As an adult, he's more prone to diabetes, heart disease, cancer or stroke. And he can expect to die nearly 15 years earlier.

Illustrating the profound societal impact of chronic poverty, a new report released Thursday by the Alameda County Public Health Department documents health disparities by neighborhood, income and race. It highlights a widening social, economic and health gap in the county - as poverty goes up, life expectancy goes down.

"The data are overwhelming," said Dr. Tony Iton, the county's public health director. "It is shocking. It is not unique to West Oakland. You see it in Bayview-Hunters Point, in Richmond, in Cleveland and Detroit."

A variety of factors, he said, affect whether a person thrives or doesn't - education, income, transportation, housing, criminal justice, air quality, exercise, access to nutritious food or health care. Toxic stressors such as poverty, racism and discrimination cause a cumulative physical impact "that affects the body over time and leads to fewer years of life," he said.

Joined by representatives from other agencies, including AC Transit, the Oakland Unified School District and the Association of Bay Area Governments, Iton called for sweeping "structural" policy changes to help reverse the tide of disparities and premature deaths.

"Typically, we in government work in silos," Iton said. "Health people do health policy, education people do their thing, the transportation people do their thing. We can't continue to do this. We have to come together to target the root causes of these disparities."

Oakland is suffering uniquely from poverty and economic downturn – we are in need of help

East Bay Alliance for a Sustainable Economy, November 2007

http://www.workingeastbay.org/downloads/Putting_Oakland_to_Work.pdf
And yet, Oakland struggles with profound challenges.  Despite the region’s wealth, and significant numbers of affluent residents, stark income inequality and  widespread poverty are facts of life in Oakland.  The crisis of street violence plaguing many of America’s underinvested inner cities has exacted a high toll on  residents and communities.  Far too many students, particularly low-income  students and students of color, are failing in or dropping out of Oakland’s public  schools.  The underside of Oakland’s proud industrial legacy includes contaminated land and polluting industry sectors sited next to low-income communities.  Meanwhile, many Oakland residents face significant barriers to accessing  employment and economic opportunity.    Not least, Oakland struggles to attract real estate and economic development.  Communities, city officials and residents have sought for years to create stable neighborhoods, promote access to services and amenities, revitalize the downtown,  redevelop the Oakland Army Base, draw investment back to Oakland’s flatlands,  and make the waterfront an attractive destination.  At the same time, national fluctuations and local trends in the real estate market have burdened, squeezed, and even pushed out some long-term residents and businesses.  


General / Hard Hitting Cards – Page 2

Poverty has real impacts – people in Oakland hills live much longer than people in the flats
Elizabeth Fernandez, April 2008 – SF Gate – Study Spotlights Bleak Effects of Poverty

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2008/04/18/MN8K107HDN.DTL&type=printable
An African American living in the Oakland flatlands, for example, has a life expectancy of 70.5 years on average, compared with 77.4 years for an African American in the Oakland hills. A white person in the Oakland flats has a life expectancy of 76.6 years compared with a white person in the hills, who on average lives to be 82.3 years.
"People live longer in the hills," said Sandra Witt, deputy director of public health. "People in the hills have higher incomes and education, better housing, they have health insurance, they live further from the freeway, they have more access to healthy food, to parks. It all adds up to greater opportunities and better health."

The report correlates the poorest areas of the county - parts of North Oakland, West Oakland and East Oakland - with a striking pattern of disease and death.
East Bay is being hit hardest by high levels of poverty
Kamika Dunlap Aug 1 2008, Poverty News Blog - http://povertynewsblog.blogspot.com/2008/08/from-inside-bay-area-58-different.html 

A new study shows the East Bay is leading the Bay Area in increasing poverty levels, low living-wage job opportunities, decline of housing affordability and sinking high school graduation rates.

The study highlights trends in Alameda and Contra Costa counties, including the emerging "hourglass economy," where new jobs are divided between low-wage, low-skill jobs and high-wage jobs, with little growth of living-wage jobs in the middle.
The wide disparities in achievement among schools and districts and the unmet need for quality child care for working families of all incomes levels were key findings. In addition, the more than 4,500 adults on parole represent a need for a range of services to reintegrate them into society, according to the report.
"It's very stressful out here, and I like having money in my pocket, even if it's a dollar so I won't be broke,'' said Dwight Hasklin, 33, of Oakland. Hasklin served time for selling drugs because he said he needed to make ends meet when his $8.25 hourly pay from driving tow trucks didn't stretch far enough to support his family. Hasklin only had o serve five of his nine month sentence because he earned his high school equivalency degree during that time. When he was released, he found a security job through America Works, a private employment company that helps to place ex-offenders in the work force.

Hasklin is one of many East Bay residents struggling to overcome socio-economic challenges. The study provides a bird's-eye view of the aggregated data and the issues impacting the area.
"This is a sobering wake-up call for community action," said Nicole Taylor, president and chief executive officer of the East Bay Community Foundation. "There's also tremendous resources that need to be marshaled to deal with the negative trends."

To do that, Taylor said the study helped the foundation identify success in early childhood and strong economic opportunity for adults as two critical ways to affect change. Also, creating more partnerships among business, government and philanthropic organizations can help to transform low income and underserved communities, she said.

A similar study was published in 2005. The updated report, however, shows that about 600,000 residents live in households earning less than the amount required to afford basic necessities. Unemployment fell from 2003 to 2006, but it rose from 4.5 percent in March 2006 to 5.5 percent in March 2008. Unemployment was 8.4 percent in Oakland, 9.2 percent in Richmond and 9 percent in Pittsburg in March 2008.

"We need to find a way to keep people out of the jobs keeping them in poverty," said Andy Nelson, director of Economic Opportunity Programs at the Urban Strategies Council. "In bad economic times and in boom times, poor people are not doing well."
Nelson said he agrees that education is a long-term strategy to improve overall quality- of-life issues. However, creating jobs that are accessible and housing that everyone can afford are equally important. The study cites the East Bay as one of the least- affordable regions in the country for homeownership and hit the hardest by the subprime lending crisis.

Quality of Life/Life Expectancy Impacts

If we wish to live in a just society, we must change the fact that poor, African American residents of Oakland face more disease, pollution, and early death than any other part of society
Alameda County Public Health Department 2008 – “Life and Death from Unnatural Causes”

http://74.125.155.132/search?q=cache:p0xFE3NdfdMJ:www.acphd.org/AXBYCZ/Admin/DataReports/unnatural_causes_exec_summ.pdf+Life+and+Death+From+Unnatural+Causes+in+Alameda+County&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us&client=safari
Health, disease and death are not randomly distributed. The evidence in this report demonstrates that illness concentrates among low-income people and people of color residing in certain geo-graphical places. In Alameda County, this phenomenon is particularly stark among low-income African Americans in certain neighborhoods within Oakland. A just society does not consign whole populations to fore shortened and sicker lives based on skin color and bank account size. If we area just society, we must tackle the challenge of poor health and its linkage to race, social class and place. Our goal is health equity
Poverty in Oakland creates an unequal society – and African American from West Oakland can expect to die 15 YEARS earlier than a child from the Oakland hills 
Alameda County Public Health Department 2008 – “Life and Death from Unnatural Causes”

http://74.125.155.132/search?q=cache:p0xFE3NdfdMJ:www.acphd.org/AXBYCZ/Admin/DataReports/unnatural_causes_exec_summ.pdf+Life+and+Death+From+Unnatural+Causes+in+Alameda+County&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us&client=safari
Compared with a White children the Oakland Hills, an African American born in West Oakland is 1.5 times more likely to be born premature or low birth weight, seven times more likely to be born into poverty, twice as likely to live in a home that is rented, and four times more likely to have parents with only a high school education or less. As a toddler, this child is 2.5 times more likely to be behind in vaccinations. By fourth grade, this child is four times less likely to read at grade level and is likely to live in a neighbor-hood with twice the concentration of liquor stores and more fast food outlets. Ultimately, this adolescent is 5.6 times more likely to dropout of school and less likely to attend a four-year college than a White adolescent. As an adult, he will be five times more likely tobe hospitalized for diabetes, twice as likely tobe hospitalized for and to die of heart disease,three times more likely to die of stroke, andtwice as likely to die of cancer. Born in West Oakland, this person can expect to die almost 15 years earlier than a Whiteperson born in the Oakland Hills

Specific Impact – Welfare-to-Work Programs

Budget shortfalls are forcing California to cut Welfare-to-Work programs 
Chris Carassi Aug 26, 2009 – The Daily Californian - http://www.dailycal.org/printable.php?id=106346 

In aiming to close California's $26 billion budget shortfall, state lawmakers slashed millions in funding for a welfare-to-work program, a move that is drawing criticism.

The CalWORKs program-a state-funded, county-administered program that aims to provide work experience, job training and education to welfare recipients in order to help them find a job-took a $528 million cut following the passage of the state budget in July.

The program also provides cash benefits for needy families. A typical family of three could expect to receive about $694 a month, according to Andrea Ford, policy director for the Alameda County Social Services office.

But the budget reduction has led to benefit cuts for participants who fail to comply with the welfare-to-work requirements, which include a mandatory 32 to 35 hours of work-related activity per week.

Beginning Jan. 1, 2011, participants who fail to meet the requirements for three months will see their benefits reduced by 25 percent.

If they fail to comply for nine consecutive months, they will not only lose all of their benefits, but will also see their children's benefits reduced by 50 percent.

Ford said that the unprecedented cut to benefits for children is not the answer.

"Children should not be made to suffer for their parents' non-compliance," she said.

The cuts to the program have also forced county administrators to reduce the maximum enrollment period from 60 months to 48. If recipients are unable to secure employment by then, they will be removed from the program.

Alameda County Supervisor Keith Carson said in light of the economic recession, reducing the enrollment period is unfair to participants who must now face stiffer competition in an ailing job market.

"Employers are taking the best of the best," he said. "We're finding that even people with degrees are working fast food. We're penalizing individuals for not finding a job when there just aren't any jobs to find."
Carson added that former recipients who cannot find employment may turn to criminal activity, which in turn could lead to increased costs for the state in the long-run.

"When people who receive CalWORKs benefits drop out of the system, they either become successful employees or they turn to alternative forms of survival," he said. "If that alternative is illegal activity, it's going to cost us."
In addition to cutting benefits and reducing the enrollment period, participants with two or more children under the age of six will become exempt from the work requirements.

CalWORKs-which stands for Clifornia Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids-was created in 1997 in response to a federal overhaul of the welfare system.

In Alameda County, over 19,000 participants are enrolled in the program, which also provides benefits for their 33,000 children.


Racism 

Disparate health numbers also reflect racism – the people who suffer most are Africans Americans and Latinos who have been left in poor neighborhoods due to a history of racist government policy. We must challenge poverty in order to change social structures of racism
Elizabeth Fernandez, April 2008 – SF Gate – Study Spotlights Bleak Effects of Poverty

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2008/04/18/MN8K107HDN.DTL&type=printable
An African American living in the Oakland flatlands, for example, has a life expectancy of 70.5 years on average, compared with 77.4 years for an African American in the Oakland hills. A white person in the Oakland flats has a life expectancy of 76.6 years compared with a white person in the hills, who on average lives to be 82.3 years…

"African Americans and Latinos are highly concentrated in these high-poverty areas, a result of racist institutional policies that led to physical separation of races in most of U.S. cities," says the report. "While such policies are no longer sanctioned and the federal government has taken some affirmative steps to end residential segregation, inequalities associated with this shameful history persist. To help those who have been oppressed to rise out of poverty and gain access to a higher quality of life, sound economic and education policies are needed."


Answer To: Poor Folks Don’t Try Hard Enough

The story of Trinette Grant proves that many people in poverty and on welfare work much harder than average Americans, but still can’t make ends meet – they deserve more government support
Kamika Dunlap, 11/6/2007 – Inside the Bay Area

http://docs.google.com/gview?a=v&q=cache:NXPJdmDb9T8J:communitybenefits.org/downloads/Three%2520Part%2520Plan%2520to%2520Decrease%2520Oaklands%2520Poverty%2520Rate%252011.16.07.pdf+oakland+poverty&hl=en&gl=us&sig=AFQjCNHgvSSkfM0ha6_e29Q0Alzmj_nyYQ
Trinette Grant, a single mother, said she had to do what she had to do working 14 hour-long shifts as an independent delivery truck driver with no benefits at the Port of Oakland to support her two children. ``I had no choice,'' said the 36-year-old mom. ``I had to make ends meet.'' Grant worked as a non-union truck driver for about four years, making $11 an hour before she landed an opportunity to join the Teamsters Local 70 and earn a small wage increase and health benefits. Although her situation has somewhat improved, Grant is a part of Oakland's many residents who work full-time but still struggle with poverty issues, low-wage jobs and making a sustainable family income. 
Oakland proves that poverty does not reflect lack of effort – almost half of Oaklanders in poverty have a job and that does not include those looking for work
East Bay Alliance for a Sustainable Economy, November 2007

http://www.workingeastbay.org/downloads/Putting_Oakland_to_Work.pdf
Many residents who are working are still in poverty. Almost 22,000 Oakland residents (21,763) working full or part-time still ended up below the poverty level.  This means of all those in poverty, almost half (46.6%) were working individuals.   
Lowest paying jobs no longer support a family – more and more workers will be in poverty without government support
East Bay Alliance for a Sustainable Economy, November 2007

http://www.workingeastbay.org/downloads/Putting_Oakland_to_Work.pdf
Twenty-three percent (23%), or close to 40,000 residents were employed in the lowest-paying sectors: retail, earning a median of $27,089 per year, accommodation and food services, earning a median of $25,381 per year, and administrative and support and waste management services, earning a median of $23,862 per year. A comprehensive jobs strategy in Oakland should help both lift the wages in these sectors, and move working residents into better paying jobs and sectors. (See Appendix A.) Many residents who are working are still in poverty. Almost 22,000 Oakland residents (21,763) working full or part-time still ended up below the poverty level. This means of all those adults in poverty, almost half (46.6%) were working individuals. Those who work should be able to provide for themselves and their families—not suffer in poverty.


California Homelessness Impact

Homelessness hits California the hardest – we have a unique need to deal with the homelessness problem
Oakland Tribune 2007 – “Study: State Has Most Homelessness in the United States”

http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qn4176/is_20070111/ai_n17133892/
Nearly one-quarter of the nation's 744,000 homeless are right here in California, a new national report released Wednesday showed, and far fewer have shelter here than elsewhere in the nation…

California had more homeless people than any other state in the nation, with an estimated 170,000 in 2005, the report shows. A higher percentage of its residents were homeless than in most states, with 0.47 percent -- or nearly one in 200 people -- homeless. Only three states -- Nevada, Rhode Island, and Colorado -- had more.

General Oakland Poverty Issues

Oakland’s economy is shifting towards becoming less equal
Nina Bohlen – East Bay Community Foundation – 2008 http://www.ebcf.org/docs/2008/Comm_Needs_Summary_01.pdf
The East Bay is transitioning to an hourglass-shaped economy where job growth is divided between

high-wage jobs requiring advanced education and low-wage jobs that do not pay a living wage. In 2006,

over 588,000 East Bay residents (24 percent) earned less than 200 percent of the Federal Poverty Level,

an income considered inadequate to meet the cost of basic needs. The East Bay continues to be one of

the least affordable regions in the country for home ownership.

Sub-prime mortgage crisis had huge impact
Nina Bohlen – East Bay Community Foundation – 2008 http://www.ebcf.org/docs/2008/Comm_Needs_Summary_01.pdf
The East Bay has been affected by the sub-prime mortgage crisis to a greater extent than other parts of

the Bay Area. As many as 90,000 East Bay households have a high-risk mortgage product attached. In

February 2008, 775 Alameda County homes and 1,422 Contra Costa County homes were in active

foreclosure. Foreclosures were highest in Oakland, Hayward and eastern Contra Costa County.


General Oakland Poverty Impacts

2 in 5 Oakland residents live in poverty – that’s over 150 thousand people who need the plan’s support
East Bay Alliance for a Sustainable Economy, November 2007

http://www.workingeastbay.org/downloads/Putting_Oakland_to_Work.pdf
Many of Oakland’s residents live in entrenched poverty, with over 2 in 5  individuals living in economic hardship (42% have incomes at 200% of the  Federal poverty level or below)—affecting  approximately 156,000 people. 

More and more Oaklanders are becoming burdened by the cost of housing alone – they need economic support
East Bay Alliance for a Sustainable Economy, November 2007

http://www.workingeastbay.org/downloads/Putting_Oakland_to_Work.pdf
The proportion of Oakland residents who are “housing cost  burdened”—spending more than 30% of their household income on  housing costs—escalated dramatically between 2000 and 2006, even  prior to the current foreclosure crisis.  Housing burdened renters rose from 42% to 52%, and housing burdened homeowners shot up from 32% to  51%.  Today, a majority of Oaklanders—renters and homeowners alike—are  housing burdened.   

Poverty reflects huge inequality in Oakland – this means there is enough money to go around if the government is committed to social justice
East Bay Alliance for a Sustainable Economy, November 2007

http://www.workingeastbay.org/downloads/Putting_Oakland_to_Work.pdf
Income disparity in Oakland is significant: the richest 20% of Oakland’s  households claim more than half (52%) of the income in the city while the  poorest 20% of households claim only 3% of the pie.   

Unemployment is a huge problem in Oakland and reflects social racism
East Bay Alliance for a Sustainable Economy, November 2007

http://www.workingeastbay.org/downloads/Putting_Oakland_to_Work.pdf
Unemployment levels are high: Oakland in 2006 had an official  unemployment rate between 6.9% and 8.8%, amounting to approximately  13,300 to 17,075 people who are unemployed.  Unemployment is also experienced differently by different racial groups: African Americans have  almost 4 times the unemployment rate of whites (17.2% versus 4.5%), and a higher unemployment rate than the overall unemployment  population (10.3%). 

Even if poor adults could get jobs, they wouldn’t lift their families out of poverty – most jobs available don’t pay enough to sustain a family without welfare
East Bay Alliance for a Sustainable Economy, November 2007

http://www.workingeastbay.org/downloads/Putting_Oakland_to_Work.pdf
Only 32% of the accessible new jobs will pay enough to lift a family of  four out of poverty without public assistance—also known as the  regional Basic Family Wage of $18.53 (as determined by the California  Budget Project).  A third (33.3%) of the new jobs are in low-wage, high- growth industries, such as food and beverage servers, and home health  aides.   

General Oakland Economic Conditions

Oakland faces dire economic conditions

East Bay Alliance for a Sustainable Economy, November 2007

http://www.workingeastbay.org/downloads/Putting_Oakland_to_Work.pdf
Despite all of Oakland’s incredible assets—desirable location, skilled workforce, consumer market, infrastructure, and quality of life—the city and its residents have suffered from urban disinvestment, poverty, and unemployment for years. Business redlining and discriminatory housing and employment practices are just two of a multitude of factors that have created a city where the income and employment disparities by race and by neighborhood are stark. Too often, economic development strategies try to address the problems of current residents by simply getting new residents. While it is inevitable that successful economic development will attract new residents and change the composition of Oakland, if the city is to meet the needs of “Oakland residents first,” then we must understand the struggles facing current residents. Any successful economic development strategy must take into account the objective conditions of the current resident population and workforce. Disparities by race are presented here because they are a daily reality for residents. As the city embarks on a comprehensive economic development strategy, it will need to grapple with ways to bring racial justice and economic equality to all communities. 

Many Oakland residents live in entrenched poverty

East Bay Alliance for a Sustainable Economy, November 2007

http://www.workingeastbay.org/downloads/Putting_Oakland_to_Work.pdf
Oakland’s residents live in entrenched poverty, with over 2 in 5 individuals living in economic hardship (42% are at 200% poverty) —affecting approximately 156,000 people. Almost 1/5 (18.8%) live under the official federal poverty rate, which means approximately 70,000 people are facing severe economic hardship. Given the high cost of living in the Bay Area, and that those at the federal poverty level have incomes below $9,800 for a single person and below $20,000 for a family of four, we need to understand not only those who are under the federal poverty level, but also those who have incomes double that of the federal poverty threshold. Furthermore, Oakland’s residents suffer a higher rate of poverty than residents of the East Bay as a whole. 
The crisis of poverty affects entire families: nearly 12,500 families in Oakland live in poverty, with over 26,000 children in poverty. Parents’ abilities to earn a living from a quality job affect them, their families, and their children. 

Many Oakland residents live in entrenched poverty

East Bay Alliance for a Sustainable Economy, November 2007

http://www.workingeastbay.org/downloads/Putting_Oakland_to_Work.pdf
Racial dynamics of poverty persist, disproportionately affecting African Americans and Latinos. While roughly one in five (18%) Oakland residents are in poverty, almost one in four African Americans (24.5%) and Latinos (24.3%) are in poverty. Addressing poverty by putting Oaklanders to work will require tackling entrenched racial inequalities. 


Unemployment

Normal unemployment numbers don’t capture the true amount of unemployment in Oakland – the people who have given up hope of looking for work altogether

East Bay Alliance for a Sustainable Economy, November 2007

http://www.workingeastbay.org/downloads/Putting_Oakland_to_Work.pdf
However, official unemployment rates fail to capture the magnitude of joblessness for Oakland residents. Most economic development strategies only focus on the unemployed, but there is a wider universe of people who would work that are not even counted in official statistics. Those discouraged by the job search process and no longer looking for work—part of those termed “marginally attached” to the labor market by economists—are considered out of the labor force, along with full-time students, retired people, and stay-at-home parents. Those who are marginally attached to [not from] the labor force are defined by the Bureau of Labor Statistics as not currently working, indicate they would work if given the opportunity, and give some labor-market reason for why they are not currently looking for a job. Using a proportion derived from national data, we arrive at an estimated 20,490 residents, or 31.7% of those not in the labor force, who are “marginally attached” to the labor force. The unemployed population combined with “out of labor force” population are a truer estimate of resident joblessness, or those out of work who want to work and could work given the right conditions. These are “high need” residents in Oakland who, with significant support and a concerted jobs strategy, could move into jobs in the labor market.



Education = Root Cause

Education is the root cause of joblessness and poverty – unless we address underachievement in Oakland schools it will be impossible to solve poverty

East Bay Alliance for a Sustainable Economy, November 2007

http://www.workingeastbay.org/downloads/Putting_Oakland_to_Work.pdf
Many of the unemployed have limited educational attainment. Of the total unemployed population between ages 25 and 64, more than half (59.0%) have less than a bachelor’s degree.6 Twelve percent (12%) of those with a high school degree or equivalent are unemployed. Entrenched poverty and unemployment conditions are linked to the overall lower educational attainment for Oakland residents. It is significant to note that 23.6% of Oakland’s population has less than a high school degree, compared to 13.6% of the East Bay population. In examining the current workforce system, a majority (53%) of those who utilize the city workforce “One-Stop” centers have a high school diploma or less education—35% have a high school diploma or equivalent, and 18% have an 11th grade education or less. The downtown Oakland One-Stop Career Center provides a range of services, from resource libraries, use of telephone, fax, and copy machines, individual job coaching, and periodic job fairs, to resume writing workshops, computer classes, GED preparation.7 The high proportion of those with a high school degree or less provides more evidence that an economic development strategy needs to target those with limited educational attainment. When educational attainment is analyzed by race, over half of Latinos have less than a high school degrees as do 36% of Asians Americans. Sixty-seven percent (67%) of African Americans have a high school diploma and some college. (See Appendix D) The high school drop-out rate in Oakland reveals significant racial disparity in educational attainment. Any economic development strategy must seek to reduce drop out rates, and implement training programs that connect students with training in targeted sectors early on. Out of those who designated a single race, African Americans had the highest drop-out rates (9.6%), followed by American Indians (9.4%), Filipinos (6.7%), and Pacific Islanders (6.5%)—compared to an overall Oakland school district drop-out rate of 7.2% and county rate of 3.2%.


Vulnerable Populations

Single mothers

East Bay Alliance for a Sustainable Economy, November 2007

http://www.workingeastbay.org/downloads/Putting_Oakland_to_Work.pdf
Connecting single mothers, who are the majority of single parents, and those who

struggle the most economically, with affordable childcare and predictable and

reasonable hours takes time and a commitment to make the job connection work.

Almost half of the female-headed households in Oakland live in poverty

(49.2%)—in part because of chronic wage inequality between men and women,

but also because of specific barriers to sustained employment for single parents.

Immigrants

East Bay Alliance for a Sustainable Economy, November 2007

http://www.workingeastbay.org/downloads/Putting_Oakland_to_Work.pdf
First-generation immigrants who work face multiple challenges, including limited

English proficiency at work. Twelve percent (12%) of households in Oakland are

linguistically isolated. Of those households, 35.3% speak Spanish, and 45.5%

speak an Asian or Pacific Islander language in their homes.8 Job programs and

services that offer language translation and English coaching and tutoring will be

more effective in reaching recent immigrants entering the Oakland workforce.

Formerly incarcerated individuals

East Bay Alliance for a Sustainable Economy, November 2007

http://www.workingeastbay.org/downloads/Putting_Oakland_to_Work.pdf
Likewise, supporting formerly incarcerated residents in their re-entry process takes

much more than just an open job. According to research conducted by the Urban

Strategies Council, 1,508 parolees lived in Oakland in 2005, and 9,157

probationers lived in Oakland as of August 2007. Parolees need immediate

financial and employment assistance upon release, on-going job support during

employment, and help accessing job ladders to sustainable wage jobs with health

care.9 While the challenges abound for helping this population join the workforce,

if successful, the positive benefits include creating safe communities and positive

alternatives to employment in criminal activity.

Oakland has unique needs for welfare support – it has 3 children for every one adult in need of welfare. When you kick a person of welfare, you are also denying basic life needs to their children 
Natalie Turner, The Urban Institute – 1999 http://74.125.155.132/search?q=cache:mDyllIr22lkJ:www2.urban.org/nnip/pdf/welfare.pdf+oakland+welfare&cd=19&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us&client=safari 
The welfare population in Oakland is ethnically diverse, including whites, blacks, Hispanics, and Asians. One of the most striking aspects of Oakland’s welfare population is the unusually large number of children — more than three children for every adult welfare recipient. In addition, more than half of welfare households include pre-school children. Thus, the availability of child care in neighborhoods where recipients are concentrated represents a particularly important challenge. In addition, the diversity of Oakland’s welfare population — and the substantial share for whom English is a second language — exacerbates the challenges involved in designing effective job training and placement services



Vulnerable Populations

Huge numbers of Oakland seniors live in poverty and are having their services cut
The Oakland Institute, December 8, 2008 – Press Release

http://www.oaklandinstitute.org/?q=node/view/493
A new report from the Oakland Institute documents the root causes of poverty among seniors in Oakland, California — the city with the largest population of impoverished seniors in the state that leads the nation in concentration of seniors living in poverty. 

“It is astonishing that the state of California, which is the seventh largest economy in the world and accounts for 13 percent of America’s real GDP growth, has the highest number of elders living in poverty,” said Anuradha Mittal, Executive Director of the Oakland Institute and the author of the study, Going Gray in the Golden State: The Reality of Poverty Among Seniors in Oakland, California. “These vulnerable seniors — close to 400,000 Californians 65 and older — are acutely affected by the growing recession, which is causing deep reductions in safety net services.” 

Drawing upon survey data as well as first-hand testimonies from seniors, advocates, and social service providers, the report examines the lived experiences of seniors and contrasts their reality with the myths that obscure their dire situation. “Myths such as, ‘If you work hard and manage your money well, you’ll be secure in retirement’ are often used to pin the responsibility for economic woes on individuals, effectively passing the buck onto the backs of the most vulnerable and preventing action from being taken to ensure seniors’ welfare. The reality is that insecurity among seniors is influenced by low wages, the high cost of living, rising health care costs, and grossly inadequate public safety net programs for the elderly poor,” said Anuradha Mittal. 

“The seniors of St. Mary’s Center have courageously stepped forward to add their voices, photos, and artwork to the report to detail the reality of seniors living in poverty. Their stories echo those of people around the world who have been facing skyrocketing food prices over the last three years. The resulting wave of hunger has hit our nation, too, exacerbating an already dire situation for the elderly poor,” said Carol Johnson Executive Director of St. Mary’s Center, an organization that provides comprehensive services for Oakland’s homeless and poorest elderly population. 

Governor Schwarzenegger’s $510 million line-item veto cuts in the 2008-2009 budget are bound to make things worse. Schwarzenegger’s cuts include the Medi-Cal program, Multi-Purpose Senior Services Program, Senior Employment Program, Home Delivered Meals Programs, Adult Protective Services, and several community-based programs that provide vital services to vulnerable seniors. His cuts also permanently suspend the state’s Cost of Living Adjustment in 2008 and 2009. California’s seniors have already been deeply affected by the succession of cuts that have reduced the value of the SSI grant to just 77 percent of its’ 1990 value and cannot sustain further drastic cuts. 

Myth 1: If you work hard and manage your money well, you’ll be secure in retirement.

Reality: Diligent labor does not guarantee security in one’s older years. Insecurity among seniors is influenced by low wages, high costs of living, rising health care costs, and changing family dynamics that distance elders from previous forms of social kinship and community.

Myth 2: “Public Programs” such as social security, food stamps, Medicare and other welfare programs adequately meet the needs of low-income seniors.

Reality: SSI, food stamps and the overall public safety net is grossly inadequate. For instance, the average Social Security payment of $12,642 is not enough to live on, and yet, one out of three seniors in California relies exclusively on Social Security to cover their basic costs.

Myth 3: Only a small proportion of urban seniors live in poverty, and they tend to be alcoholics, lazy, or mentally ill.

Reality: Substance abusers, felons, and the mentally disabled constitute only a small minority of low-income seniors. Women and people of color constitute the majority.

Oakland Residents Want the Plan

Oakland residents support development projects and support for the poor
David Binder 2006 – David Binder Research Consultancy Report to Oakland Development Roundtable 

http://www.workingeastbay.org/downloads/ONWRD%20poll%20results.pdf
Oakland voters are strongly supportive of requiring benefits from developers building large-scale

projects, finding living wage jobs and affordable housing to be most important. Over two-thirds

of voters (69%) agree with requiring benefits to the community from large-scale developers as

opposed to thinking the benefits will drive away development. Also, 82% support community

benefits, such as living wage jobs, affordable housing and a requirement to hire local workers.

Over half of voters (51%) strongly support these community benefits, demonstrating the depth of

intensity for development projects to directly benefit the community.



Graphs (?)
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Areas of Concentrated Poverty in Oakland - http://www.ebcf.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=287&Itemid=188 
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