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Healthcare – Will Pass

Health Care Reform will pass – new momentum and Obama’s capital key
Daily Kos, 1/29
http://www.dailykos.com/story/2010/1/29/831706/-Why-health-care-reform-will-pass.-Soon.-

Obama's first year was defined by high oratory and smart commentary, when needed, and giving legislators space to do the messy business of legislating.  If the State of the Union is any indication, his second year is going to be defined by aggressively dealing with the Senate, including Senate Republicans, and by stating, in clear terms, the precise details he wants to see in legislation.    Whether or not it is attributable to Obama's change of pace, there does appear to be quite a bit of movement on the health care front today.  Senator Harkin is backing the sidecar option.  Senator Reid convened a meeting of key Democratic Senators today to discuss moving forward with health care- and the meeting showed some movement.  Senator Sherrod Brown also came out in favor of the sidecar option.  Senator Nelson called on Republicans to work with Democrats to pass health care reform, but indicated that if they don't, reconciliation may be the only viable option left.  On the House side, Nancy Pelosi was even stronger, saying:      You go through the gate. If the gate’s closed, you go over the fence. If the fence is too high, we’ll pole-vault in. If that doesn’t work, we’ll parachute in. But we’re going to get health care reform passed for the American people.  Pelosi also noted that she thought sufficient votes in the House could be found to pass health care reform through the sidecar option.    For the momentum to continue, Obama is going to have to be more involved.  He is going to have to twist arms, cajole, and use the weight of his popularity and his office to get the bill finalized.  As Obama's poll numbers fall in each state, so too do the numbers of the Democratic Senator from that state running for reelection.  Obama must be willing to tell those Senators "get health care reform passed, or I will willingly go down with the ship- and you with me."  He has said he is willing to be a one term president if needs be.  Senators need to believe him.    I postulated a few weeks back that if Coakley lost in Massachusetts, Democrats would fold and health care reform would die.  Now I think I may have been wrong.  If Obama means what he says, that he "will not walk away" from health care reform, and if he gets personally involved in the process, health care reform will pass.  Finally.

Obama support sidecar option for Health Care passage – his continue push and capital key to overcome obstacles
Fourth Branch, 2/3
http://www.thefourthbranch.com/2010/02/obama-signals-he-will-support-the-health-care-sidecar-option/

Sen. Tom Harkin (D-Iowa) told reporters today that the House, Senate and White House had reached a compromise on the differences between the House and Senate bills on January 15, and that the compromise language had been sent to the CBO for scoring. Just days later, however, before the CBO report could be finalized, Massachusetts elected Scott Brown in a special election for the Senate seat vacated by Senator Kennedy’s passing. Brown’s election killed all momentum the bill had behind it and many have since suggested health care reform is now dead.  Speaker Pelosi has been particularly vigilant in keeping the health care debate alive, with surprisingly little cooperation from the White House or her Senate counterparts- much to the chagrin of Democrats everywhere. Greg Sargent reports today, however, that the White House has now privately told Senate Democrats that Obama favors the “sidecar” option. That option would involve passing a reconciliation bill in the House and Senate which amends the Senate health care bill, and then enacting the reconciliation bill and the Senate bill into law. If true, this is the first real sign President Obama was serious when he told a townhall gathering that he “will not walk away from health care reform.” This news places the ball firmly in the Senate’s court.  Using reconciliation to amend the Senate health care bill certainly involves some parliamentary and political hurdles. As CongressMatters has noted, the parliamentary hurdles can be overcome. If Obama continues to advocate for real health care reform, the political hurdles can be as well.
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Healthcare – Will Pass

Health Care can pass through reconciliation now
Pittsburgh Post Gazette 1/27 
(Carrie Budoff Brown, Patrick O'Connor, 1/27/10, " Democrat impasse on health bill continues ", http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10027/1031258-473.stm)

Reid and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi are searching for a way to tweak the Senate bill enough to pass it through the House. After Republican Scott Brown's win in Massachusetts, Reid lost his 60-vote majority, making it virtually impossible to make substantial changes to the bill his chamber passed Christmas Eve. So, congressional leaders are considering making limited changes that can be passed using reconciliation.  House Majority Whip Jim Clyburn (D-S.C.) predicted Tuesday that the leaders could find enough votes to pass the Senate bill in the House with the list of fixes that include narrowing the excise tax on expensive insurance plans, expanding the Medicare payroll tax and increasing subsidies to purchase insurance.  Pelosi seemed less certain, telling reporters, "Depends what the fixes are."  In the Senate, Reid could lose nine members of his caucus and still pass the bill, as long as Vice President Joe Biden broke a 50-50 tie. Top Democrats, such as Iowa Sen. Tom Harkin, predicted Reid would find enough votes.


Health Care will pass now
Wall Street Journal, 1/26
http://online.wsj.com/article/BT-CO-20100126-718570.html?mod=WSJ_latestheadlines

House Democrats met Tuesday night to discuss how to proceed on health care, with a fast-track legislative procedure for passing health legislation remaining a focal point of intra-party debates.  Following Democrats' loss of a crucial 60th Senate seat last week after a Massachusetts special election, Democrats have sought a new path to pass health-care legislation. On Tuesday, several House Democrats spoke about passing a Senate version of the legislation, accompanied by a second bill making a series of changes--doing the latter by "budget reconciliation," a fast-track process that requires only a simple majority of 50 votes in the Senate for passage of legislation.  House Majority Whip Jim Clyburn, (D., S.D.) said Tuesday that he felt "confident" that the Democrats could gather the needed votes to pass legislation under the two-bill strategy. But he warned that major modifications would need to be made in the Senate bill to make it palatable to House Democrats, saying that "I think that we have to fix some things that the House is upset about."


Health Care in some form will pass now
ABC News, 1/27
http://abcnews.go.com/Business/wireStory?id=9672341

The top House Democrat says giving up on a health care bill isn't an option.  House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said Wednesday, "I don't see that as a possibility...we will have something."  The California Democrat said today's health care system is financially unsustainable, and it's not in the American character to allow tens of millions of citizens to go uninsured.  Pelosi didn't say whether the final bill will be the sweeping overhaul sought by President Barack Obama, or smaller-scale legislation that accomplishes only some of his goals. Democrats were on the verge of passing far-reaching legislation, but the loss of a Massachusetts Senate seat has cost them the 60-vote majority needed to deliver.


Pelosi has the votes
USA Today 1/27 
(1/27/10, " MSNBC: Pelosi says she has votes to pass health care bill with Senate changes ", http://content.usatoday.com/communities/ondeadline/post/2010/01/msnbc-pelosi-says-she-has-votes-to-pass-health-care-bill-with-senate-changes/1)

MSNBC reports that House  Speaker Nancy Pelosi says she can get the votes to pass a health care bill in the House if it is paired with changes to the legislation by the Senate.  John Harwood of The New York Times and MSNBC says he was told by Pelosi in an interview that she can get the 218 votes needed to get a bill through the House.  Part of the deal would be that the Senate would have to pass changes in the bill through the reconciliation process, which would not require overcoming a filibuster.
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Healthcare – Obama Pushing

Obama pushing health care passage
The Hill, 2/3
http://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/news/79493-obama-urges-dem-senators-to-finish-the-job-on-healthcare-financial-regs

During a visit with the conference on Wednesday, President Barack Obama pushed Senate Democrats to "finish the job" on healthcare.  Obama urged the Senate Democatic Conference to push forward on healthcare and financial regulatory reform despite concerns about taking tough votes in an election year.  "So as we think about moving forward, I hope we don’t lose sight about why we're here," Obama said. "We have to finish the job on healthcare; we have to finish the job on financial regulatory reform. We've got to finish the job even though it’s hard."  Obama also took questions from Senate Democrats during a 90-minute visit that was open to the press. The meeting came days after Obama held a similar event with House Republicans.  Many of the questions came from Democrats facing tough prospects in 2010. The first question, about economic policies with China, was delivered by Sen. Arlen Specter (Pa.), who switched parties last year to avoid a tough GOP primary. He now faces a difficult Democatic primary.  Sens. Michael Bennet (Colo.), Blanche Lincoln (Ark.), Kirsten Gillibrand (N.Y.) and Barbara Boxer (Calif.), who all face reelection in 2010, also posed questions to Obama.  On healthcare, Obama called on Democrats to handle the legislative process with as much transparency as possible, and said Democrats had make a mistake in not always making meetings on healthcare open.
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Reconciliation won’t cause backlash
Creamer, 1/21
Robert, Huffington Post, http://www.huffingtonpost.com/robert-creamer/passing-health-care-with_b_431363.html

And as we consider major legislation over the next year, we need to remember history. Voters don't remember the the procedures used to pass major pieces of legislation. How many everyday Americans know -- or care -- that the Bush tax cuts, or SCHIP were passed using reconciliation procedures? Does anyone remember the procedure used to pass Social Security or Medicare? How many remember that the House Republicans kept the roll call open for an unprecedented three hours to round up the votes necessary to pass their prescription drug plan, Medicare Part D? Talk about jamming something through!  A month after something is passed, no one remembers or cares about the procedure used to pass major legislation. Major programs are judged by the voters based on their actual effect -- not the procedure that was used to pass them.
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Healthcare – Won’t Pass – Obama/Dems

Health care won’t pass—even Obama concedes defeat.
BusinessWeek, February 5 (http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D9DMFCM00.htm) cp

No, maybe he can't. President Barack Obama, who insisted he would succeed where other presidents had failed to fix the nation's health care system, now concedes the effort may die in Congress.
The president's newly conflicting signals could frustrate Democratic lawmakers who are hungry for guidance from the White House as they try to salvage the effort to extend coverage to millions of uninsured Americans and hold down spiraling medical costs. Obama's comments Thursday night came hours after Republican Scott Brown was sworn in to replace the late Edward M. Kennedy, leaving Democrats without their filibuster-proof majority in the Senate, and Obama's signature health legislation with no clear path forward.


Won’t pass—no party discipline.
Kain, February 5 (E. D., http://www.ordinary-gentlemen.com/2010/02/should-democrats-pass-the-healthcare-reform-bill/) cp
That being said, I don’t think the Democrats have what it takes to push this thing through reconciliation or patch it up after passing it in the House.  Unlike their opponents, the Democrats have very lackluster party discipline.  The centrists are already calling a halt, and the progressives in the House seem unwilling to pass the Senate bill because it’s too conservative for their taste.  The president hasn’t taken much of a leadership role either, and so the bill remains in legislative purgatory.  My guess is that Keith Hennessey is correct, and the bill is dead.  
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Healthcare – Won’t Pass – Unconstitutional

Health care won’t pass—filibuster kills it, and, even if it gets through, it’ll be struck down as unconstitutional.
Courier-journal.com, February 5 (http://www.courier-journal.com/article/20100205/NEWS02/2050364/Zoeller+finds+%E2%80%98constitutional+issues++in+stalled+health+care+bill) cp
WASHINGTON – Indiana Attorney General Greg Zoeller said Friday that some parts of the health care bill now stalled in Congress would raise “serious constitutional issues” if passed, but that it's too early to say whether he would challenge them in court.
Zoeller released a report that his staff wrote, at the request of some Indiana Republican lawmakers, on the Senate's version of the health care legislation. Thirteen GOP attorneys general have told congressional leaders that the bill could face legal action unless some aspects of it are changed.
Zoeller, a Republican, said he's been reluctant to make similar statements until there's a final version of the bill. But he said his report can help Indiana's lawmakers “start to raise their own questions about the unknown aspects of it.”
“Whenever you do something this far-reaching, the likelihood of challenges become more and more real,” Zoeller said.
The fate of the health care legislation is uncertain because Democrats lost their ability to block GOP filibusters in the Senate when Republicans won the Massachusetts Senate race last month.
During the Senate's deliberation of the bill, Republicans argued that its requirement that most people buy insurance or face a penalty violates the Constitution's ban on taking private property for a public purpose without just compensation. Republicans also argued that a provision that could treat some insurance companies in Nebraska and Michigan differently is a violation of the 14th Amendment's equal-protection clause.
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